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occupy conquered cities of no great magnitude, but which were important
as military positions, being usually on the seacoast. These three hundred
families formed a sort of patrician caste, while the old inhabitants sank into
the condition formerly occupied by the plebeians at Rome. The heads of
these families retained all their rights as Roman citizens, and might repair
to Home to vote in the popular assemblies. When in early Roman history
we hear of the revolt of a colony, the meaning seems to be that the natives
rose against the colonists and expelled them. Hence it is that we hear of
colonists being sent more than once to the same place, as to Antium.

But more numerous and more important than these were the Latin colo-
nies, of which there were thirty in existence when Hannibal crossed the
Alps. Of these thirty no fewer than twenty-six had been founded before
the close of the year 263 B.C. The reason for the name they bore was this:
We have seen that a close connection had subsisted between Rome and the

Latin communities from the earliest times. Under the later kings Rome
was the head of Latiiim; and by Spurius Cassius a league was formed be-
tween Rome and Latium, which continued with a slight interruption till the
great Latin war of 338 B.C. So long as this league lasted, Latins enjoyed
all the private rights of Roman citizens in Rome; and Romans enjoyed all
the private rights of the Latin citizens in any of the cities of Latium. Dur-
ing the period of the league many colonies were sent forth, in which the set-
tlers consisted jointly of Romans and Latins, and were not confined to the
small number of three hundred, but usually amounted to some thousands.
But the citizens of these Latin colonies seem to have had no rights at Rome,
except such as were possessed by the allied municipal towns. They were
therefore regarded politically as communities in alliance with Rome. After
the Latin war, similar colonies still continued to be sent forth. Indeed, these
were the colonies which chiefly relieved the poor of the Roman territory.
The rights and privileges of these Latin colonies are only known to us
as they are found at a later period of the republic under the name Latinitas,